· CTISAD-DAN-02  22 November 2011 .1

CTISAD Disability and Needs Awareness Project  

Comments and Ideas sent in with Tips about what help is needed and how we can help others. 

6.  Carol Dilger 

said she would talk to people at Duke Street. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------

7. Somebody wrote:

Thanks for your letter and the form you passed on to me the other day. I have given some thought to what you write and should make my position clear. I am not on the CTISAD committee, or in fact on any official body in my own Church - St. Alkelda's, so I reply in a purely personal capacity. 

I really don't see this subject as being a matter for CT, or even of any one Church. Surely we should involve ourselves in the existing set-up of social care networks, where these exist, and not try to start something separate. Of course if it is just a matter of helping people to get to Church, perhaps we should organize to take "Church" to them?  I presume individuals are helping disabled people they know about, in an individual capacity - and that is right. We personally don't know of anyone who needs our help. At St A's we have a team of visitors who are responsible to visit round the Parish, and I'm sure they would share information about anyone needing our help, as they do from time to time. 

As far as a series of talks on the subject is concerned, I don't think that there is a lot that can be said, but I may be wrong. Perhaps one Meeting, led by someone who really knows of people who are slipping through the net, or not getting help in special circumstances, which could help increase our awareness, would be helpful. Perhaps the 'Big Breakfast' would be a good time for this.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

8. Somebody wrote

I would like to help, but as you know I cannot leave “A” and I do not think I could get “A” to come to any meetings. I wish I could find a way of getting out more; there are lots of things I would like to get involved with, but as you are aware I am restricted what I can do. The problem is, even if I could find someone to stay with “A”, I don't think “A” would be happy about it. “A” finds it difficult to socialize now (what with bad memory and deafness) and gets embarrassed if “A” cannot join in conversations. I hope you do have success in your venture; I think it is a great idea.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

9. Somebody wrote:-

It sounds like a very good idea especially if you could include possible aids available aids for the elderly less mobile or agile.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

10.  Somebody wrote

Q. 14. Please give one way you have learned to be helpful to others in special need that you think might be helpful in raising awareness for others 

Very simple:-, give time to talk/listen, only a few seconds to acknowledge another person. Just a smile or ‘good morning’ can help dispel feelings of isolation or difference. People here are much better at this than those living in large cities. 

Q 9. How could other people in Settle / Langcliffe / Stainforth / Rathmell help you?

Craven Council has a support group for carers. They organise lunches and outings for carers on a weekly/monthly basis. I don’t know what support is given for the client when the carer is away. Carers need support and breaks.

13. Please give one way you have learned to be helpful to others in special 

need that you think might be helpful in raising awareness for others 

 Very simple, give time to talk/listen, only a few seconds to acknowledge another person. Just a smile or 

‘good morning’ can help dispel feelings of isolation or difference. People here are much better at this than those living in large cities. 

Q 18 Are you involved in any organisation in the Settle area in voluntary (or 

even paid) capacity that helps people in need. 

Crisis help.

First responder. Yorkshire Ambulance Service. Emergency help with oxygen and de-fibrilator if the ambulance is delayed. I think there are only two active volunteers in the Settle district. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

11. Somebody wrote

I have too much to do here and with my U3A and other Groups to contemplate taking on another commitment but I would very much like to be kept informed. Being a wearer all the time of 2 hearing aids I am interested in provision for this disability and try to encourage people to wear their aids! Keep going

I have worn hearing aids for 18 years and at the moment am getting used to a new pair. NHS audiologists are very helpful, I find, but one must persevere if there is a problem. One of mine whistles which indicates that it is not fitting properly. The Loop System in churches works well if well managed and if people use it. 

Deafness is not talked about so I only know of “A”, hence its name, the hidden disability. I do not know if there is a need for a support group. 

Small meetings are a problem that I just avoid i.e. people talking from many areas in the room, but there are many other shared activities to enjoy. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

12. Somebody wrote

In our locality, it is obvious that there are many folk who lead limited lives due to infirmity.  I am aware that Age Concern (now to be called AgeUK, I hear) are the main agency in the town who would have the information and advice which would help a group such as you suggest. 

I believe that there is a Carers Resources service (which was based for some time at Castleberg Hospital site).  I think that there is an office at the far end of the 'yard' opposite the Golden Lion which seemed at a glance to have something to do with 'carers'.

I have to confess that our family priorities are now in 'caring' for the youngest generation – grandchildren living elsewhere

---------------------------------------------------------------------

13. Somebody wrote

We cannot commit to any more meetings just now but I certainly think it would be a worthwhile subject for CTiSAD to investigate.

Don’t be too hard on yourself either - there are only a fixed number of hours in each day!


ENDS--

You can download the Questionnaire from www.ctisad.org.uk or www.users.daelnet.co.uk/allinson/dan-q.doc
And give results to your church CTISAD rep, or email them to Judith Allinson     j@ctisad.org.uk 

